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1)	TIMBER HARVETING LANDBASE (THLB):

· Approximately 650,000 hectares covering two  Timber Supply Areas (Cranbrook & Invermere)
· Allowable Annual Cut of 1,522,570 m³

2)	HOST PROFILE:

· About 43% of the THLB is dominated by lodgepole pine leading stands, 20% of which are older than the minimum harvest age of 60 years and are highly susceptible to Mountain Pine Beetle attack
· Lodgepole pine can be found throughout the district, is often found as a minor species in many other stands.  It also is a significant component of the timber in the inoperable landbase

3)	MOUNTAIN PINE BEETLE ACTIVITY:

· Provincial Aerial Overview results for 2009 total MPB mortality at 51,645 hectares. This a 43 % decrease over levels mapped in 2008.  The attack class category breakdowns account are as follows:
Trace (<1% attack) -		12% 
Light (1-10% attack) -		43% 
Moderate (>10-30% attack) -	32 %
Severe (>30-50%) attack) -	<1%

The decline in population levels is attributed to :
Timely sanitation harvest of infested stands
Targeted Harvest of highly susceptible host
Single Tree Treatment in key locales
Variable summer temperatures in 2008 did not allow large synergised beelte flight

· Mortality on the Timber Harvesting Land Base is estimated at 21,283 hectares (41% of the above total). With only 89% of the mortality falling within or below the Moderate attack class category.

· GPS Aerial Detailed Survey points mapped 6,992 points in the fall of 2009 have decrease 21 % from the 8,903 points located in 2008.

· Ground survey results are indicating that population levels and attack intensity have declined over 2008 levels.  Green to red ratios are averaging 1:1 compared to 1.8:1 last year.  Also noted to date; a 15 % increase in the occurrence of strip attack and an 18% increase in unsuccessful attack incidence over 2008 results.

4)	MOUNTAIN PINE BEETLE MANAGEMENT:
· The District is within the Province’s Emergency Bark Beetle Management Area
· The District contains 72 Beetle Management Units (Landscape Units):

►25 BMUs are under a suppression management strategy to reduce populations:
This strategy targets removal of 80%+ of currently attack stems through aggressive sanitation harvest, and fall and burn programs directed at light infestations within sensitive areas, and the inoperable landbase.

►47 BMUs are under a holding management strategy to keep the population static:
This strategy targets removal of a minimum of 50% of currently infested stems via harvest to keep populations at a steady state, as expansion has moved beyond the capacity of resources to suppress growth.

· Harvest priority is in currently attacked and highly susceptible Lodgepole pine stands.  On average 68% of Allowable Annual Cut is dedicated to pine removal (tends to be the maximum achievable in light of the mixed species component of the timber profile)
· TSA monitoring plan in place to address assessing need for request of Allowable Annual Cut uplift
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